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   Dues: $10 per month ($40 new member fee) 
Meeting dates: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of  each month 

 

    April 7 - Regular Meeting - Hamlin Pub @ 7 pm 
 

    April 25 - Regular Meeting - Hamlin Pub @ 7 pm 
   
    All regular meetings at - Hamlin Pub (22 & Hayes) 

New Members & Guests Welcome! 

Volume 7,  No 4 April 2010 
OPTIMIST CLUB 17-504 

Inside this Issue  

Shower/ Award/ Fashion Show/ Dance Pics 2 

Insert: Spoiled Girls Night out Flier Side two 

Calendar/Passport Pizza & Oratorical Awards 3 

Optimist Creed  4 

St. Patrick’s Day Dance Fundraiser 1 

Insert:  Feature Member Keith Rengert Side one 

 www.centralmacomboptimist.com 

Donna: Happy Birthday Elaine ! 
Sue: Macomb Daily Linda May article was 

wonderful. 
Steve: Joined club with wife Sue. 
Keith: MCF (7/30) & Right Step (month of 

August) approved for county casual Fridays. 
David: Beanie baby ‘grim reaper’ to Barry 
Elaine: JJC Oratorical Contest was great. 

Thanks to Jeff, John and all that attended. 
Paul: In the News! Macomb Daily. 
Barry : Our Club is top point earner in CPA 

division. (Community Projects Awards). Congrats! 

Member Feature Insert 

50/50 Steve Marcuna $22 

Central Macomb 
Optimist Club 
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April Birthdays 

6th Rose Pipia 
26th Sue Kardasz 

Sue Kardasz wins the 
 Frankenmuth Vacation Trip.  

St. Patrick Party Huge Success 
 Fundraiser for Macomb Charitable Foundation 

 

     The fourth annual dinner dance at 
Cracklewood was delightful. Karen 
Tucker did an excellent job as decoration 
chairperson which was described as “wall 
to wall Irish”. 
 

     The evening began with DVD 
overview of Macomb Charitable 
Foundation and a first hand glance at the 
plight of children and families that will 
benefit from the fundraising event. 
 

    Chef Shelly and staff provided an 
excellent meal. This was followed with 
dancing and music by the very talented 
Rick and Dayna Lieder. 
 

     Raffles, door prizes and 50/50 draws 
were coordinated by Rose Merecki; and 
Kelley Scalici and David Wallis chaired 
the $1 raffle prizes.  
 

    Our MC Barry Burnham was again our 
‘master of fun and laughs’ and the Onifer 
family (Melissa and Ryan) again (again 
and again) win the Grand Prize! 
 

     President Elaine thanked all that 
donated, helped, attended and bought 
tickets… THANKS FOR HELPING 
KIDS!  

  (photos page 2)  
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Club Receives Outstanding 
Community Service Award 

      This years fashion show 
will be held at Spoiled Girls 
Boutique located in the same 
plaza with Hamlin Pub. (our 
meeting location).   
 

      The boutique sells some 
clothing and shoes however a majority 

of items are purses, scarves, jewelry and other accessories.  The event takes place 
on Friday, April 30, 2010 from 6 to 8 pm. It is located at 48883 Hayes (at 22 Mile 
Road). Prizes, raffles and more.  
 

     Contact Rose Pipia for tickets at 586 909-9044 or email her at 
rmp9044@yahoo.com. Cost is ONLY $10. Proceeds will assist children charities. 

      “Thank you ever so much for your 
generosity… it was an amazing amount of 
stuff.” was the message we received from  
Cheryl and Ed Borowski of the the Macomb 
Charitable Foundation following our clubs 
March Pantry Shower-Meeting  in March.  
GREAT JOB !    
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38 Total Members 

* Charter Members (8)  
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Pantry Shower - “Amazing Response” 

Spoiled Girls Night Out!     April 30th 
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     The Central Macomb Optimist Club was honored by 
the Shelby Township Boys and Girls Club with their 
Outstanding Community Service Award for 2009-2010. 
The award was presented by Terri Kowal who is a 
member of the Boys and Girls Club Advisory Board.  

	�������������������



About Member …  Keith Rengert  
     I remember the first informational-exploratory meeting for our club in 2004 at the 
Clinton-Macomb Library where Barry Burnham and others greeted perspective 
members with a smile and explained what Optimists Clubs are all about. It wasn’t 
long after that informational meeting that we had enough members to charter a new 
club. The new club (our club) became chartered on October 20, 2004 and was named 
the Central Macomb Optimist Club. 
 

      I have been married to wife Sallie for 40 years (Wow, God bless her).  We have 
two children Dawn (John) & Kim (James) and three grandchildren Allyson-7, 
Brandon-4 and Brianna-3. The Optimist Club has also been a welcome member of the Rengert family. 

 

     While retired after 31 years from L’Anse Creuse Juvenile 
Justice Center School, I served 18 years as Richmond 
Township trustee and Supervisor; I am currently serving my 
8th year as Macomb County Commissioner. Some other 
volunteer experiences have included Girls Softball President; 
Cable Studio President and lifelong member and board 
member at St. Peter Lutheran Church... (All of this and still 
less than 100 years old). 
 

     When I club began I wanted to help as a charter member 
but didn’t want to be an officer), so I volunteered to do the 
club newsletter in 2004 and have prepared monthly issues  
since October of 2004. (Someday I may sell them all to a 
college journalism department so they can have the students 
correct the spelling and grammar for class projects.)  

 

     I’m enthusiastic about the success of this club and have enjoyed working with past presidents Koehs, 
Paul, Szarek and current President Elaine Lyons.  I thank each of these leaders along with club members 
for making this service organization one of Macomb County’s BEST! 
 

     This club has given me more than I could ever give back!  Having fun while helping those in need… 
doesn’t get much better! 
 
 
 Thanks, Keith 
2009 Central Macomb Optimist Club Silver Ladle Chili Champ  
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 Spoiled Girls Night Out! 
 

 Sponsored By: 
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      Thirty-five  Macomb County Juvenile Justice Center students (boys and girls) competed in the February 
Oratorical Contest. Our club initiated this modified Optimist International event at the JJC to give juvenile 
delinquents housed at the Macomb County Juvenile Justice Center the opportunity to experience success.  
 

      This years topic was “Learning from my past in preparing for my future.” JJC School Program Coordinator 
John Klatt noted that the Optimist Club Oratorical Contest gives their students the opportunity to improve 
communication skills as they think about their future.  At the awards program he gave special recognition to 
teachers Karen Lafata and Karen Bradley for coordinating classrooms instruction and event preparation. 
 

     President Elaine Lyon thanked L’Anse Creuse Public School Staff, JJC Staff and then addressed the contestants. 
She sincerely hoped that each speech provided them with a learning experience from errors of the past and that 
expressing their thoughts in words would prove to be a road map to a rewarding and productive  future. Along with 
the certificates and awards President Elaine handed out the Optimist Creed cards and read it to them and 
encouraged them to begin each morning with optimism and the reading of the creed. 
 

     A ‘Big Ben Thank You’ goes out to Sue of Passport Pizza for providing the Oratorical Contestants with pizza 
and pop again this year!   Without the hard work, volunteers and support of Passport Pizza this event would not be 
possible. 

Central Macomb Optimist - Event Calendar  
· April 4   Easter Sunday 
· April 7   Regular Meeting/Pantry Shower - @ Hamlin - 7 
· April 25   Regular Meeting/Pantry Shower - @ Hamlin  - 7   
· April 30   Fashion Show @ Spoiled Girls Boutique 
· May 5 (Wed)  Respect For Law @ JJC at 1 pm 
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Oratorical Awards Presented at Juvenile Center 
 Passport Pizza Provided Pizza for Awards Luncheon 
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April 7 - Meeting @ 7 Hamlin Pub 

April 25 -  Meeting @ 7 Hamlin Pub 

Hamlin  Pub  (Hayes &  22 Mile) 

CENTRAL MACOMB OPTIMIST CLUB 

   PO BOX 380206 
   Clinton Township, 
  Michigan 48038-0061 
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�������� Promise Yourself …  
·  To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

· To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

· To make all you friends feel that  there is something in them. 

· To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 

· To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best. 

· To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

· To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

· To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 

· To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 

· To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble.  

            

The Central Macomb Optimist Newsletter is published monthly. Please feel free to submit an article or 
photo of interest to the Co-Editors:  Keith Rengert & Kim Steffen / KRengert@Comcast.Net 

 www.michiganoptimists.org 


