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   Dues: $10 per month ($40 new member fee) 
Meeting dates: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of  each month 

 

    February 3 - Soup Cook-Off  Kowal’s Home @ 7 pm  
 

    February 20 - Regular Meeting - Hamlin Pub @ 7 pm 
   
 

    All regular meetings at - Hamlin Pub (22 & Hayes) 
New Members & Guests Welcome! 
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Richard  Trained Cooper (mans best friend) 
to win first place at UKC event. 

Elaine: Commended all helpers and members 
on the Christmas Auction. 

Kathy: Will be GRANDMA in August ! 
Rose: Daughter married in October ! 
Jeff: He and wife off to Florida ! 
Keith: Noted that he is defending chili/soup 

champion and is optimistic again! 
Dave Wallis: Announced engagement to 

Kelley McClellan. (Another Club First!) 

Member Feature Insert 

50/50 Winner - Bill Merecki 

Central Macomb 
Optimist Club 

ENGAGEMENT BRAG 
David and Kelley Announce Marriage Plans 
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    The Central Macomb Optimist Club 
installed four new members in January. 
 

    Installed in January were Sue Vergilio 
(sponsored by Kelley McClellan) and 
Kathy Gayan (sponsored by Dot Hardy). 
The following meeting in January both 
Dan and Sue Kardasz (Sponsored by Dot 
Hardy). 
 

     President Lyon and club members 
welcomed the newly installed members 
and congratulated David and Kelley on 
their engagement!    WOW ! 

February Birthdays 
7 Donna Onifer 
11 Pat Kerich 
17 Paul Gayan 

New Year 2010 = 
Club Growth  

Dan & Sue Kardasz 

Kathy Gayan & Sue Vergilio 

David & Kelley 
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      This years fashion show will 
be held at Spoiled Girls 
Boutique located in the same 
plaza with Hamlin Pub. (our 
meeting location).   
 

      The boutique sells some 
clothing and shoes however a majority of 
items are purses, scarves, jewelry and 

other accessories.  Rose Pipia is currently looking for committee member to help 
organize and coordinate this event. 

      Wednesday, March 
3rd was set as the date of 
the annual pantry shower 
benefiting the Macomb 
Charitable Foundation.   

 

      The foundation pantry focuses on items 
that are not available with the use of food 

stamps. Thus items such as cleaning supplies, hygiene items and diapers are some 
of the important items needed. (a complete list will be emailed prior to this date). 
    Members are encouraged to bring their donations to this meeting. President 
Elaine noted that this is a great way to help out those less fortunate in our 
community. 
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38 Total Members 

* Charter Members (8)  
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Pantry Shower - Wednesday,  March 3rd 

      The second annual Central Macomb Optimist Club Soup/Chili Cook-off will 
take place on February 3rd.  The event is coordinated by Pat Rabaut Miller and 
will be held at the home of Terri and Paul Kowal this year. 
 

     All are welcome to enter either a chili, clear/broth soup or cream soup to win 
bragging rights (along with their name being placed on the winners plaque and 
receive the coveted silver ladle) for a year.   
 

     Picture on right is that of Keith (DEFENDING CHAMP) humbly accepting 
recognition from Pat for the 2009 best overall award for his award winning 
historic Muttonville Chili. 
 

    This is a NOW (New Optimist Wanted) event so please invite a guest.    
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Fashion Show - Friday,  April 30th 
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Soup & Chili Cookoff, February 3rd  
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The First Optimist Club - Did You Know ?  

      David Wallis is one of our newer members, having just joined a 
bit over a year ago.  He was sponsored by his recent fiancé, Kelley 
McClellan (Scalici) and, by proxy, his stepson-to-be, Graham 
(CMOC’s own OptiMascot). 
 
     David grew up in Warren and graduated from Wayne State in 
1991 with a degree in English.  He was a published and performing 
poet and also played drums in the marching and symphonic 
bands.   Some of his (ironically) dark poetry spilled over into lyrics 
for the Alt-Rock originals bands that he played with around town 
and on the college circuit.  They frequently played benefit shows 
for various charitable causes, which gave David his first taste for 
philanthropic work. 
 
     Later one of David’s first ‘real’ jobs was working with VA and 
other hospitals raising money for their volunteer departments.  This 
job also required a great deal of OTR travel and afforded him the 

privilege of seeing many of ‘the Lower 48’ while teaching him the 
joys of sleep deprivation. 
   
      David went on to work in the mortgage industries and overseas 
(London, U.K.) running a market research facility.  He returned to 
Michigan in late 2007 (great timing!) working at Costco before 
returning to the financial services world with Credit Union ONE.  
 
     David’s hobbies and passions include music, motorcycles, 
snowboarding and skateboarding (yes, at age 43..!), reading and all 
things techie.   What he values most though is family-whether it be 
traditional, extended, spiritual or civic.   
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About Member …  DAVID WALLIS  

    As industrialization and urbanization brought many new problems to 

society, citizens began forming voluntary organizations to address the needs 

of their communities. In some areas, groups took the name “optimist club” to 

express their desire for a positive outlook in the face of all these problems. The first 

official Optimist Club was formed in Buffalo, New York, in 1911.  

Kelley & David 
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· BUFFET DINNER and OPEN BAR 
 

· LIVE MUSIC  by the Rick Lieder Band 
with tunes from the: 50’s 60’s 70’s 80’s 
and 90’s 

· GREAT PRIZES    - 50/50’s - 
                - Fish Bowl Raffles - Grand Prizes - 

· TIME : 7 pm until 1 am - Mar. 13th 
· PLACE: Cracklewood Golf Course 

18215 24 Mile Road, Macomb Twp, MI 48044 
(East of Romeo Plank) 

· CALL : Elaine at 
  

 (586)  791-8006  or EMAIL  
 

ElaineLyon1@yahoo.com 

Is hosting a fundraiser in support of the 
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      February 25th will mark the fifth annual JJC Oratorical Contest. Our 
club initiated this Optimist International event to address juvenile 
delinquent children housed at the Macomb County Juvenile Justice Center.   
 

      This event is undertaken in conjunction with the L’Anse Creuse Public 
School staff and County Staff. Over 30 contestants compete under modified 
International rules and are judged on poise, content of speech, delivery, presentation and overall effectiveness by a 
team of three judges. 
 

     This year the topic was selected by school staff and club members is, “Learning from my past in preparing for 
my future…”.  This program has provided this unique population of children the opportunity to experience the 
ability to express their thoughts and opinions to an audience.  This years topic was designed to help these ’at risk’ 
children learn from the past in an effort to bring out the best in each contestant for a brighter future. 
 

     President Lyon encourages any club member that can attend to attend the February 25th event. The five finalists 
will each present a 4-5 minute speech and the entire event will be completed within one hour. 

Central Macomb Optimist - Event Calendar  
· February 3  Soup Cook-Off @  Kowal’s please RSVP 
· February 17  Regular Meeting @ Hamlin -  7 
· February 25  JJC Oratorical Contest - 1 pm @ County  JJC 
· March 3   Regular Meeting/Pantry Shower - @ Hamlin - 7 
· March 13  St. Patrick’s Day Party - 
      Dinner/ Dance @ Cracklewood 
· April 30   Fashion Show @ Spoiled Girls Boutique 
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5th Annual JJC Oratorical Contest,  February 25th 
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February 3 - Soup Cook-Off @ 7 @ Kowals 

February 17 -  Meeting @ 7 @ Hamlin Pub 

Hamlin  Pub  (Hayes &  22 Mile) 

CENTRAL MACOMB OPTIMIST CLUB 

   PO BOX 380206 
   Clinton Township, 
  Michigan 48038-0061 
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·  To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

· To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

· To make all you friends feel that  there is something in them. 

· To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 

· To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best. 

· To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

· To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

· To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 

· To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 

· To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble.  

            

The Central Macomb Optimist Newsletter is published monthly. Please feel free to submit an article or 
photo of interest to the Co-Editors:  Keith Rengert & Kim Steffen / KRengert@Comcast.Net 

 www.michiganoptimists.org 


