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   Dues: $10 per month ($40 new member fee) 
Meeting dates: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of  each month 

 

    January 6 - Regular Meeting - Hamlin Pub @ 7 pm  
 

    January 20 - Regular Meeting - Hamlin Pub @ 7 pm 
   
 

    All regular meetings at - Hamlin Pub (22 & Hayes) 
New Members & Guests Welcome! 
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Member Feature Insert 

Central Macomb 
Optimist Club 

Santa Visits Macomb Twp 
Club Sponsors 5th Annual Tree Lighting 

� � � � �� � �	 � 
 � � � �� �

    Even a steady rain couldn’t dampen 
spirits at the 5th annual Macomb Township 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. 
 

    Club President Lyon gave thanks to Sal 
DiCaro, Director of the Macomb Township 
Parks and Recreation Department and his 
staff  for doing such a great job. Our club 
was the first sponsor for this event five 
years ago.       (continued page 2) 

MACOMB TOWNSHIP 
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING  

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

January Birthdays 
7 Kathy Vatalaro 
7 Bonnie Locke 
12 Karen Tucker 
15 Shelly Penzien 
18 Sue Vergilio 
23 Al Vergilio 

Auction - See Page 2 
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* Charter Members (8)  
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(Tree Lighting...Continued from page 1) 
 

      The event has grown over the years and continues to feature the United 
States Marine Corps - Toys for Tots program as well as the Central Macomb 
Optimist cookie table. This year the Crusaders from Lutheran High North under 
the direction of Dean Kraatz as well as corporate and volunteer help made this a 
great family event. 
 

     Santa was escorted by the Macomb Township Fire Department and received 
the key to the township from Supervisor Mark Grabow and the switch lighting 
the tree was completed by 1st grader Rebecca Warner and her sister Selena 
Warner a 2nd grader both students at Ojibwa Elementary School. 

Christmas 
Auction a Success 

      The 2009 Christmas Auction was 
again a great success. Santa (Vatalaro) 
and Christmas Carol (Tucker) teamed 
up with Barry who “lit up” the night 
for club members and guests. 
 

      This years event will assist “Stable 
Possibilities”. They provide a service 
to address the needs of children with 
sensory, motor, and perceptual deficits 
through Hippotherapy (treatment tool 
using the movement of a horse). 
 

     Great food, many laughs and at the end of the night Barry was “un-lighted” 
and Elaine was delighted to announce that $961 was raised for this great cause. 
She thanked all for gifts, bidding and those that brought guests. 



The First Optimist Club - Did You Know ?  

 I was asked by Elaine to tell a little 
about myself.  I became a member of 
the Central Macomb Optimist Club 
after Elaine invited me to attend a 
meeting with her.  At the time the 
CMOC was meeting at various 
locations and there was usually a 
speaker who would explain what services their organizations provided to 

the community.  After listening to a particular speaker at the Clinton Township Library I decided to join 
the CMOC.  That speaker was Shelley Penzien and as they say the rest is 
history. 
 
 In my personal life, I am married to Nick; we met in 1972 and married in 
1975.  We have three children, two sons-in-law and three grandchildren.  I 
have worked for Macomb County for 17 years the last five years in the 
Office of Substance Abuse.   
 
 My family has always been a family of volunteers.  My parents were volunteers for The St. Vincent 
DePaul Society; mom is 83 and can still be found at the register in Roscommon, MI every Tuesday.  Nick 
volunteers for the Special Olympics of the Eastern Upper 
Peninsula and occasionally helps the CMOC. During the 
years my children were in school I was active with the 
PTA, Athletics Boosters and was on board as a parent 
representative for CV schools.   
 
 I am looking forward to another great year with the 
CMOC. 
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MEMBER FEATURE - DONNA ONIFER  

Donna Helping 
Donna Onifer 

Donna Winning Again ! 

    As industrialization and urbanization brought many new problems to society, citizens 
began forming voluntary organizations to address the needs of their communities. In some 
areas, groups took the name “optimist club” to express their desire for a positive outlook 

in the face of all these problems. The first official Optimist Club was formed in Buffalo, New York, in 
1911.  

Donna Working 



�
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Family Sponsored by Club at Christmas 
     The Central Macomb Optimist Club sponsored a family again this 
year for Christmas through the Macomb Charitable Foundation. The 
MCF was able to help out 400 children from 132 families this year. 
 

     Our family was a single mom who left an abusive situation and was 
moving into other housing soon. She has a 7 year old, a 2 year old and  is 
expecting in January. 
 

     Our club was able to provide 
for both of the children as well as the unborn baby and some household 
items for mom.  So that the children would have a place to sleep once they 
moved into their housing, we also purchased a set of bunk beds and mat-
tresses. 
 

     Very special thanks goes to our member shoppers: Julie Gola Donna 
Onifer, Dot Hardy, Karen Tucker and Rose Merecki!   
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Mitten Tree Project Continues to Grow 
     For our fifth year in a row the club sponsored mitten tree at 
Ebeling Elementary School continues to grow.  Students and staff 
from the school hang mittens, hats, scarves, etc. on the tree during 
November and December. 
 

     In the past one tree was ample for the donated items, however this 
year a second tree was needed based on the generosity of so many.  
Richard Paul coordinates this activity and also delivered this years 
donations to Macomb Charitable Foundation to be distributed to 
those in need . 
 

     Special thanks goes to Richard Paul and Ebeling Elementary School for taking on such a worthwhile project. 
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Central Macomb Optimist - Event Calendar  
· January 1  Lottery Raffle Begins 
· January 6 Meeting at Hamlin Pub - 7  
· January 20 Meeting at Hamlin Pub - 7 
· February 3 Meeting at Hamlin Pub - 7  
   Pantry Shower 
· February 17 Soup/Chili Cook Off 
· March 13 St. Patrick’s Day Party / 
  Dinner/ Dance @ Cracklewood 
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 January 6 - Meeting @ 7  

January 20 -  Meeting @ 7 

Hamlin  Pub  (Hayes &  22 Mile) 

CENTRAL MACOMB OPTIMIST CLUB 

   PO BOX 380206 
   Clinton Township, 
  Michigan 48038-0061 

� ���"����#������$��%����� Promise Yourself …  
·  To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

· To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

· To make all you friends feel that  there is something in them. 

· To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 

· To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best. 

· To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

· To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

· To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 

· To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 

· To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble.  

            

The Central Macomb Optimist Newsletter is published monthly. Please feel free to submit an article or 
photo of interest to the Co-Editors:  Keith Rengert & Kim Steffen / KRengert@Comcast.Net 

 www.michiganoptimists.org 


