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   Dues: $10 per month ($40 new member fee) 
Meeting dates: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of  each month 

 

    March  3 - Regular Meeting/ PANTRY SHOWER - 
Hamlin Pub @ 7 pm 
 

    March  17 - NO MEETING ON MARCH 17 
   
    All regular meetings at - Hamlin Pub (22 & Hayes) 

New Members & Guests Welcome! 

Volume 7,  No 3 March 2010 
OPTIMIST CLUB 17-504 
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Soup & Chili Cook-off—FRED 1st PLACE 1 

Insert:  Feature Member—Fred Lyon Side one 

 www.centralmacomboptimist.com 

Donna: Delivered 175 beanie babies off with 
Elaine at Children’s Hospital 

Elaine & Donna: Thanked Paul/Terry for 
hosting cook-off. 

Terry, Elaine & Donna:  Thanked Pat for all 
her hard work with the cook-off. 

Keith: ‘Optimistically whined’ (in a nice 
way) following his loss at the cook-off.! 

David: He and Kelley have set the date, June 
19, 2010. 

Pat: Going to Alabama in March and will 
miss the Michigan weather. 

Member Feature Insert 

50/50 Winner - Keith Rengert 

Central Macomb 
Optimist Club 
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    The second annual chili cook-off was a 
wonderful success thanks to the 
organizational work Pat Rabaut Miller and  
Paul and Terri Kowal for opening up their 
beautiful home to club members and their 
guests. 
 

    President Lyon thanked those that 
brought soup, chili, salads and desserts. 
Even a ground hog cake was available for 
dessert! (which Richard Paul enjoyed). 
 

     Fred Vatalaro was the overall winner 
with his first place chili, beating both 
Karen Tucker and Pat Dinko who took first 
place in both the clear and cream soup 
categories. 
 

     Members are hopeful that Fred doesn’t 
brag about his win like the previous years 
champion!    (Photos on page 3). 

March Birthdays 
1st Elaine Lyon 
27th Richard Paul 

Pat Rabaut Miller presents 
Fred Vatalaro with the first 

place cook-off award. 

JJC Kids Compete in Oratorical 
 ”Learning from my past in Preparing for my future“ 

 

        JJC KIDS STORY ON PAGE 3…  

FRED VATALARO 
WINS COOK-OFF 
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      This years fashion show will 
be held at Spoiled Girls 
Boutique located in the same 
plaza with Hamlin Pub. (our 
meeting location).   
 

      The boutique sells some 
clothing and shoes however a majority of 
items are purses, scarves, jewelry and 

other accessories.  Rose Pipia is currently looking for committee member to help 
organize and coordinate this event. 

      Wednesday, March 3rd was set as the date of the annual 
pantry shower benefiting the Macomb Charitable Foundation.   
 

      The foundation pantry focuses 
on items that are not available with the use of food 
stamps. Thus items such as cleaning supplies, hygiene 
items and diapers are some of the important items 
needed. (See the short list at right - money or checks 
will also be donated to the M.C.F.). 

 

    Members are encouraged to bring their donations to 
this meeting. President Elaine noted that this is a great 
way to help out those less fortunate in our community. 
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38 Total Members 

* Charter Members (8)  
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Pantry Shower - MARCH 3 MEETING 

Fashion Show - Friday,  April 30th 
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COOK-OFF VERY TASTEFUL  

LIST OF NEEDS  
Diapers 

Toothpaste 
Feminine Products 

Toilet paper 
Dishwashing Soap 

Laundry Soap 
Jelly 

#1 



      Hello my name is Fred; 
 
     I have been married to the president of this club for thirty five years. We 
have three children and three grand children and one on the way. Elaine by the 
way has just turned Classic 55. 
 
     I have been a tool maker most of my life. Right now I work for Davalor 
Mold Corp. as a tooling and sales engineer. My hobbies are Hot rods and drag 
racing, which we did as a family when our kids were growing up. I also like 
being outdoors whether it be hunting or playing 
golf. 
 
     I joined this club with my wife hoping that 

some day I could make a little difference. I have made some great new 
friends and have been involved in some awesome projects. 

CENTRAL MACOMB OPTIMIST CLUB       March 2010      INSERT 

About Member …  FRED LYON  

Thanks FRED… For all that you do ! 
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· BUFFET DINNER and OPEN BAR 
 

· LIVE MUSIC  by the Rick Lieder Band with tunes from the: 50’s 60’s 
70’s 80’s and 90’s 

· GREAT PRIZES    - 50/50’s -  Fish Bowl Raffles - Grand Prizes - 

· TIME : 7 pm until 1 am - Mar. 13th 
· PLACE: Cracklewood Golf Course 

18215 24 Mile Road, Macomb Twp, MI 48044 
(East of Romeo Plank) 

· CALL : Elaine at 
  

 (586)  791-8006  or EMAIL  
 

ElaineLyon1@yahoo.com 

Club Receives $500 Grant from McKesson 

      Sue Marcuna was a welcomed guest on  February 17th. Sue, a neighbor of Craigs 
attended both the cook-off and regular meeting on the 17th.   
 

      We hope to see more of Sue in the future. WELCOME ! 

Sue Marcuna - February Guest 

      Dot Hardy presented club President Elaine with a $500 McKesson Grant Check.   
 

      Appreciation was express by Elaine thanking Dot for her efforts and McKesson for 
this generous contribution in support of the community and Optimist Club projects. 

Elaine Lyon accepts $500 
check from Dot Hardy 

Lottery Raffle Makes $1,000 for Kids Fighting Cancer 
      Donna was pleased to announce that the lottery raffle made $1,000 that the club will donate to Kids Fighting 
Cancer program.  
 

      She was thanked for her hard work in organizing and directing this project. 

Awards presented to Dan & Dot for Sponsoring New Members 



      February 25th was fifth annual JJC Oratorical Contest. Our club initiated this Optimist International event to 
address juvenile delinquent children housed at the Macomb County Juvenile Justice Center.   
 

      This event was undertaken in conjunction with the L’Anse Creuse Public School staff and County Staff. Over 
35 children competed this year based on their poise, content of speech, delivery, presentation and overall 
effectiveness by a team of three judges. 
 

     This year the topic was selected by school staff and club members is, “Learning from my past in preparing for 
my future…”.  We were honored to have Linda May (Macomb Daily) join our judging team this year. Also in 
attendance were Krista Browning (C & G News) and Paula Rose (L’Anse Creuse Community Relations). The 
program introductions and awards were presented by John Klatt, Elaine Lyon and Jeff Sprys. About 30 spectators 
were in attendance including club members Cindie Szarek, Dan Kardasz, Craig Babcock, Barry Burnham and 
Assistant Governor, Dan Moss and Donna Onifer (one day early). 
 

     At the end, judges had a difficult time deciding on a winner of the five finalists. Awards were presented to first, 
second and third place along with two honorable mention.  A visit to the JJC library followed the event. (our club 
has donated to this project in the past).  Special thanks to teachers Karen Bradley and Karen Lafata and JJC staff. 

Central Macomb Optimist - Event Calendar  
· March 3   Regular Meeting/Pantry Shower - @ Hamlin - 7 
· March 13  St. Patrick’s Day Party - 
·       Dinner/ Dance @ Cracklewood 
· March 17  NO MEETING - Meeting Cancelled  
      Dinner/ Dance @ Cracklewood 
· April 30   Fashion Show @ Spoiled Girls Boutique 
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Annual JJC Oratorical Contest - A Winner for Kids 

· ������������������������������
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March 3 - Meeting @ 7 Hamlin Put 

March 17 -  No Meeting—NO MEETING 

Hamlin  Pub  (Hayes &  22 Mile) 

CENTRAL MACOMB OPTIMIST CLUB 

   PO BOX 380206 
   Clinton Township, 
  Michigan 48038-0061 
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·  To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

· To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

· To make all you friends feel that  there is something in them. 

· To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 

· To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best. 

· To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

· To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

· To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 

· To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 

· To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble.  

            

The Central Macomb Optimist Newsletter is published monthly. Please feel free to submit an article or 
photo of interest to the Co-Editors:  Keith Rengert & Kim Steffen / KRengert@Comcast.Net 

 www.michiganoptimists.org 


