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Paws Welcomes Optimists
Tiger Game Was Gr-r-reat !

Club Event a Hit At ‘

50/50 Winners: Paul Kowal (9/2) and Donna Onif

(9/16) - Tiger Raffle winner was Terri Kowal e‘

Comerica Park

Brags and Fines

party/benefit was wonderful.

20th wedding anniversary!

Donna & Elaine - Karen & Mike Tucker’'s

Barry - Boys & Girls Club event was a great
success... thanks to all.

Dot - Great time in Frankenmuth with Martin -

Paul - U of M edged out the WMU Bronco’s
Donna & Elaine - Tiger game awesome!

CLUB SUPPORTS
DIABETES PROJECTS

Our club has pledged a donation to th¢

October Birthdays.. é

20 - Club Charter
American Diabetes Association and Henryy 30 - Pat Rabaut Miller

Ford Health System along with support of

a Diabetes Education Day at the Wes
Utica Elementary School this year.

We are proud announce that membegr
Barry Burnham was appointed the co-chai
of the StepOut Diabetes Walk at the)
Detroit Zoo on October 10, 2009 and that
many members of our club will either be

October 7th - Installation Banquet @ 7 pm

October 21st- Regular Meeting @ 7 pm

Dues: $10 per month ($40 new member fee)
Meeting dates: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month

at Vatalaro’s home.
at Hamlin Pub

All regular meetings at - Hamlin Pub (22 & Hays)
New Members & Guests Welcome!

walking, pledging or helping with check-in
activities that day for the event.

Inside this ISsue | vear In Review Insert

On Friday, October

members will be assisting Barry with 50/50| Magic Hug Squares/ In the News/ Photos 2

fundraising ticket sales at Comerica Park.

| would like to thank club members for

2nd additional Optimism at the Park / Brags & Birthdays 1

Calendar of Events / September Speakers 3

Optimist Creed 4

their support and congratulate Barry on his

Co-Chairmanship of this event.

www.centralmacomboptimist.com
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Barry and Elaine along with the Director of the lglabd Furni-
ture Bank, along with members of the Clinton and Sh€loy at
Babies R Us. A total of 6 cribs and 22 mattresseg wenated

and will be distributed to needy families.

November 4

Magic Hug Squares Provide Comfort to Kids

The Central Macomb Optimist Club is delivering thstfivatch of swaddled
Beanie Babies to the Kids Kicking Cancer program. Kathgadthat each these
items will be given to children with cancer that neethfort. The swaddled
Beanie Babies have the following note of optimism:

This magic square was made

W especially for you. It is made out of
£ hugs. When you are sad or mad or
& scared or bored, hold this square
close to you and it will give you the
- | comfort of a million hugs. It will love
you no matter what!

For more information contact Kathy
Vatalaro or Rose Merecki.

Special Guests (September): Bonnie Long;
Bob Wolmon; Sara Glover

By providing hope and positive vision,
Optimists bring out the best In kids!

PGI- New level recognition for club
members: Elaine, Barry, Cindie & Paul !

Optimist Club Member 9/2/09 il

32 Total Members
* Charter Members (9)
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2008-2009 Central Macomb Optimist Club Accomplishments

It's been another wonderful and productive year fer@entral Macomb Optimist Club! Many successful fursdna and dona-
tions have enabled our club to take on several new ps@ed help so many children this year. A spebihks to Eric Smith
for the $5,000 donation to our club. It helped in so manyway

In addition, the Central Macomb Optimist Club’s WigKids project was chosen tlernational Community Project
Awards winner! The award was given to our club at the Optimistrivtgonal convention in Florida this past July.

Our club gained many members this year. Below aremembers that have joined the club since our Optiyeest began, Oc-
tober 1, 2008. Welcome!

Bill Merecki Martin Hardy
Kelley Scalici David Wallis
Shelly Penzien Fred Vatalaro
Joe Wietecha Bonnie Long
Bob Wollman Sue Vergilio
Al Vergilio

The Organizations That Your Hard Work Helped Out This Yea!
Macomb Charitable Foundation

Wig 4 Kids
Juvenile Justice Center
o‘fd“ﬁ\h‘aco% Vision Hope
& L % Champions For Life Kid’s Camp
3@.4 'DIE‘* Boys and Girls Club
I m - Boys Scouts of America
1, " Girl Scouts of America
. @--}f'?*—‘ First Step Sponsorship
B “%‘i Kids Kicking Cancer
st (p American Diabetes Association
Macomb Furniture Bank

Optimist International Foundation

Website: Earlier this year the CMOC’s new website was laeddianks to the efforts and expertise of Dot Hardy! Galrsite
is: centralmacomboptimist.org

Dot updates the site consistently with pictures, adielnd other information showing all the wonderfuigsithe club has done
this year. It is a website that we are all so prolidTdfanks Dot!

Kids of the County: For the third straight year Cindie Szarek has chdimisdevent as the CMOC partnered with the Meijer
store on 26 mile and Van Dyke and the Macomb County $ketdpartment to take 100 children shopping for essentials
items such as school clothes, books, food, etc.

Macomb Township Tree Lighting: This is the fourth year that the CMOC participate@aponsor at the Macomb Township
Tree Lighting. On Decembef“3after the official tree lighting ceremony, sevdrandred children visited Santa to give him
their list. They also munched on cookies that wereatkhby Andiamos and stopped by our coloring table.

Mitten Tree: Again this year, Richard Paul put up the Mitten Treebeting School in Shelby Township. The tree was deco
rated by the students throughout the month of December witnisii hats and scarves. These items were thentgiviea
Macomb Charitable Foundation to be distributed to néaahjlies.

Wigs for Kids Christmas Party: On December"7the CMOC participated in the Wigs 4 Kids Christmas pityhildren that
had been helped throughout the year by the Wigs 4 Kids aagani. CMOC members attended the party to give Santa
helping hand. We also supplied cookies and gave eachacfdlrnal for them to write their thoughts in duringsthifficult
time in their lives.

Christmas Auction: Santa and his merry helpers were at it again tlis y& Christmas auction was held on Decembé&rat0
the Hamlin Pub by members of the CMOC. $1070 was ratdbe auction and was used to sponsor the Wigs 4 Kids Christ-
mas Party. An additional $400 in gas cards was purchasedvendgthe Macomb Charitable Foundation to be disteith
during the holidays.

Christmas Family: This year the CMOC adopted a family with 5 childrenGbristmas from the Macomb Charitable Founda-
tion. Shoppers volunteered and went to work to seathatof these children and their family had a wondetiatistmas.

Lottery Raffle: Donna Onifer chaired our first lottery raffle. Théfleawas based on the 3-digit Michigan lottery. $100 was
given to a winner each day—except for Christmas Eve andWens Eve when the winner received $200. The club raised
over $1600 that was used throughout the year to help some difdhties we support.
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continued —2008-2009 Central Macomb Optimist Club Accomplishments

Optimist Cookbook: The members of the CMOC put together a cookbook witlprheeeds benefiting our children’s programs.
Member, Sara Glover, designed the cookbook for us wigh D00 recipes in it.

Pantry Shower: In February, the CMOC held its second pantry showbemefit the Macomb Charitable Foundation. Members
brought armloads of food, paper and cleaning products tode&ng that were picked up by the MCF and distributeleo t
families that they help. The CMOC also donated $250raswvihe pantry's needs.

Soup/Chili Cook Off: Pat Rabaut Miller hosted our first Optimist Soup ahili €ook off on February 18at her home. Con-
testants brought their homemade soups and chili farf #lle judges to taste. In the end, the grand pride lainner was
Keith Rengert’s famous (and secret recipe) chili. Contatdns Keith!

Juvenile Justice Center Oratorical Contest: With the help of Keith Rengert, the CMOC partneredtie fourth year with the
Juvenile Justice Center to host an oratorical coatébe Center on MarcH'4 Staff at the JJC narrowed the competition
down to 5 finalists who read their essays to judges andoersnof the CMOC. This year’s topic was: “For me,i@m is
... " The speeches were all incredible but a winvees chosen. The following week all participants wezated to a pizza
party.

Dancing to the Decades:A St. Patrick’s Day theme was adopted this yeaot@ordinner/dance and it was held at Cracklewood
Golf Course. With the great food, entertainment aizeprit was a sell out!! The dance enabled us to d@&000 to the
Macomb Charitable Foundation to help their needy liami

Texas Hold ‘Em: We kicked off April with our first Texas Hold ‘Em tournamt at Snookers. A four day tournament netted the
CMOC almost $7000! A second tournament was held in Septeanbeve made over $4,000.

Fashion Show: The CMOC welcomed spring with a Fashion Show and Tasse The show was chaired by Rose Pipia and
was held at Flirty Fashions in Rochester. Optimighimers and their families modeled beautiful spring clothihdenguests
feasted on appetizers and desserts. Over $3200 was maisgf sponsor several children to the Champions ferKid's
Camp as well as support our Kids of the County program.

Respect for Law: On May &, a Respect for Law Day was held at the Juvenileciu€tenter. Children from the center were
able to ask a panel of legal experts questions regardirigih The children were also asked to make a postettidgpac
Respect for Law theme and contest was held to pigk@aer. The following week an ice cream social wed Far the chil-
dren that participated.

Boy & Girls Club: The club took a tour of the Shelby Township Boys & Giligh. Members got to see the air hockey table
that our club donated to the center. We also donatedtfi&00ight to their art department. In August, membdgsete
sponsor a picnic and fun day for 300 kids at the center. Weds treated to a Mexican buffet and played games on d-beaut
ful afternoon.

Champions for Life Kid’'s Camp: Several members helped out at the Champions for lLéfs IiCamp. This is a camp for foster
children and our club had sponsored several childréreatamp and we helped fund the camp “birthday party@mbers
showed up the morning of the camp’s carnival to seelikad% kids at the camp had a great time paying games anagvinni
prizes.

Sunshine Store: There is a store at the Champions for Life Kid’'s @aralled the Sunshine Store where the children aendglv
bags and can fill it up with as much new and used cigtas they would like. The CMOC allocated $1000 to helphaut
store next year. Kelley Scalici is the chairpersothisf project and will be shopping all year for great sleml clothing and
other accessories for the store.

Girl Scout/Boy Scout Camp: The CMOC sponsored several underprivileged children to gee Girl Scout and Boy Scout
camp of their choice.

Dennis Tarlton Bowling Fundraiser: Richard Paul chaired a bowling fundraiser on AugtisoSelp out Dennis Tarlton, a
friend and softball coach who had suffered a stroke.uAB0 bowlers attended and helped raise about $1300 for Dennis.

Big, Easy Backyard Feast: Karen and Mike Tucker treated the CMOC to an evenfiggeat food, drinks and games. Each
attendee was asked to bring a gift certificate or paz®e used for our raffle at the 2010 Dancing to the @exdin-
ner/dance. Chef, Mike Tucker cooked up an incredible dinitbrtie final course being bananas foster for dessdtéer A
that there were games and prizes for all.

Magic Hug Squares: The Beanie Babies have arrived!!! The CMOC sthtites project and the results have been phenomenal!
We have collected donations of Beanie Babies andfoanel helpers to knit or crochet swaddles for them. Témni® Ba-
bies and then donated to children with cancer or otbkrckiildren.

PGI Awards were given to:
Barry Burnham

Paul Kowal

Elaine Lyon

Cindie Szarek
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Central Macomb Optimist - Event Calendar

October 7th Installation Banquet at Kathy Vatalaro’ s home - Chicken and Pizza provided.
Please place name on sign-up sheet (RSVP) along with a dish to pass. (Chicken & Pizza Provided).
October 12th Walk for Diabetes at Detroit Zoo
If you can volunteer to walk and/or help with registration please contact Barry. (Please be there by 7 am)
October 21st Regular Meeting at Hamlin Pub - 7 p.m.
October 23rd Oktoberfest Euchre Tournament - $20 in  cludes food and beverages
At Warren F.O.P. 11304 East 14 Mile Road, Warren, Ml 48093 - Doors open at 6 pm
October 24th Harvest of Hearts—Macomb Charitable Fo  undation event at Cracklewood
EVENT IS SOLD OUT - To help in other ways go to www.macombcharitablefoundation.org
November 4th  Super Suppers Meeting - (22 Mile & Rom  eo Plank)
Cost of $11 each (ingredients, wine and appetizers included)

November 7th  Kids of the County - At Meijer (26 Mil e & Van Dyke)
From 10 - 1 Wear Optimist shirt and bring scissors. (Shelby Club will also participate in this event)

November 18th Regular Meeting at Hamlin Pub - 7 p.m

December 2nd No Regular Meeting / Macomb Township ~ Tree Lighting ?

December 9th  Annual Christmas Auction at Hamlin Pub

December 16th No Regular meeting

Oktoberfest Euchre Tournament Christmas Lottery Raffle

The first annual Oktoberfest Euchre Tournament Donna Onifer noted that tickets for the January 2010

will take place a the Warren F.O.P. Admission is Lottery Raffle will be on sale beginning in November .

$20 which includes food and beverages. She noted that these make great stocking stuffers. The
It will take place Friday, October 23. Doors open cost will again be $10 per ticket.

at 6 pm and food served until 7:15. Place begins $100 will be awarded daily based on the Michigan

promptly at 7:30 pm. Lotto 3 digit number and $200 on January 1st and 31st.

Sue Pace of Vision Hope - Thanks Club

Members enjoyed a video from the July 2009 Vision HogerféSds Camp and gues|
speaker Sue Pace distributed treasure candy to club membleask them for their help
with donations in sending kids to camp and our Sunshine 8ootion ($1,000) for next) s
years camp. Donna Onifer, Dot

Any members that can help with stocking the staredat year are encouraged to Hardy, Julie Gola and| |
contact Elaine or Kelley. Elaine attend camp &

Schoenherr Speaks on Diabetes Education

Guest Speaker Ann Marie Schoenherr told club membetsedftruggles of those with
8 Diabetes. Both her husband and son have this life long diseas

Ann Marie works to provide management informatiothtuse inflicted. She represents
f St. Johns Hospital & Medical Center as a Diabetes Ntdiseator and RN.

President Elaine thanked Cindy for sharing informa#ibout Diabetes and educational
programs that assist both youth and adults.

Ann Marie Schoenher
Guest Speaker
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Promise Yourself ...

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peaceraf.m

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every pgrsomeet.

To make all you friends feel that there is somethinhém.

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your égtincome true.

To think only of the best, to work only for the bestl @xpect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of othgosiaare about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on taréfateg achievements of the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and giwgy éivang creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself yloat have no time to criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, ttorgg for fear, and too happy to permit the
presence of trouble.

© ©

TheCentral Macomb Optimist Newslettés published monthly. Please feel free to submit anl@xic
— photo of interest to the Co-Editor&eith Rengert & Kim SteffenKRengert@Comcast.Net

.
C @
CENTRAL MACOMB OPTIMIST CLUB 0 A
PO BOX 380206 =
‘(0 Qco
Clinton Township, ":"f"‘?ﬁ”"
Michigan 48038-0061 s, KIS v
.i?:'g"".itd
P &

www.michiganoptimists.org




